
 

Issue reference: I50025977 

Written statement of a non-key officer decision 

Director for economy, communities and corporate 

 

Title Hereford City Centre Design Supplementary Planning 
Document 

Decision maker Director for economy, communities and corporate 

Date of decision 12 June 2018 

Report exemption class Open 

Purpose To approve the procurement of a consultant to prepare the 
development of a Hereford city centre design guide supplementary 
planning document (“SPD”) in partnership with the NMiTE 
University. 
 
The production of a Hereford city centre design guide SPD (“design 
SPD”) will provide the basis for a comprehensive and effective 
approach to achieving good quality design.  The guidance, will help 
provide a consistent approach across the city centre and ensure 
the guidance is sensitive to local distinctiveness. 

Decision That: 
(a) a consultant be procured to prepare a Hereford city 

centre design guide supplementary planning guidance 
document in accordance with an agreed timetable within 
a total budget of £80k; and 

(b) The programme director housing and growth be 
authorised to take all operational decisions necessary to 
appoint a consultant. 

Reason for the decision As set out in the report.  Documents relating to this decision are 
available at 

http://councillors.herefordshire.gov.uk/mgIssueHistoryHome.aspx?IId=50025977 

Consultation  

Options considered 1. To prepare the design SPD in-house. The preparation of a 
detailed design guide for a historic and sensitive area such 
as central Hereford will require a specialist knowledge and 
experience which is not available within the council.   

2. Not to produce design guidance.  Central Hereford is an area 
of rich architectural, archaeological and historic interest 
which is proposed for an ambitious programme of new 
development.  These significant changes which will take 

http://councillors.herefordshire.gov.uk/mgIssueHistoryHome.aspx?IId=50025977


 

place within the city as a result of new proposals will require 
detailed policy advice to ensure that the approach delivers a 
high quality environment which respects the city’s heritage.  
The Hereford area plan will include a policy framework for 
the city centre but it will not provide the more detailed grain 
of design guidance required. 

Declarations of interest  

Call-in expiry date (decisions 
are not subject to call-in 
where special urgency 
provisions apply) 

18 June 2018 
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Director for economy, communities and 
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